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About two o'clock we took leave of the Duke,
and went on board the Kent, where the poor mate
was lying dangerously ill, and we all apprehended
the worst result, not having any medical man to
dress the wound, or tell the exact nature of it.
After dining with Captain Cumings, we returned
to the Duke's house, to learn if he had ascertained
the name of the vessel the Frenchman commanded.
The reply was unsatisfactory, as he still declared
his ignorance on the subject. It is not unusual
for the blacks (like the Chinese) to identify the
ship in the Captain, for instance, if they want to
speak of the Jane, Captain Brown, they say, c that
Brown's ship/ It was, therefore, possible that the
Duke might really have spoken the truth in pro-
testing that the name of the vessel was unknown to
him.

Finding there was nothing more to be done with
the Duke that evening, we left him, with an as-
surance that we should persist in our demand of
having either the Captain, or his vessel, delivered
up to us; that we should go and report the circum-
stance to the Governor of Fernando Po, who would
send a frigate to blockade the port, stop all the
trade of the river, and perhaps come and burn the
town. These threats were not apparently without
their effect, although his Majesty was as much
afraid of opposing the slavers, as he was of quarrel-
ling with us. The following morning at daylight
we left Duke's Town, and proceeded down the river,